
The Parables of Jesus, Study 04 

THE HIDDEN TREASURE, PEARL 
AND NET 

 

This study is based on Matthew 13:44-50, “44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto 

treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth 

and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 

merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, 

went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, 

that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48 Which, when it was full, they drew to 

shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 49 So shall it 

be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the 

just, 50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 

teeth.” 

 

These 3 parables are about the kingdom of God or the kingdom of heaven. In fact, all the 

parables found in this chapter talk about the kingdom of Heaven: 

● Verse 19 - the word of the kingdom 

● Verse 24 - the kingdom of heaven 

● Verse 31 - the kingdom of heaven 

● Verse 33 - the kingdom of heaven 

 

1. How is the parable of the hidden treasure and the pearl tied together? What is 

common between the 2? 

● Goods are of high value. 

● They sold all they have. 

 

2. What is the main differences between the 2 parables? 

● One was accidental - the man which found the hidden treasure was not actually looking 

for any treasure. He might have been ploughing and working the field of someone else 

and just happened to bump into it. 

● The other was seeking, the person was intentional - he was looking for the pearl of great 

price. 

 

3. Let’s have a look at the parable of the hidden treasure. What does it mean? 

● The man, who does he represent? 
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○ He represents us - everyone in the world. But more specifically he represents 

people that are looking for treasure. 

● What does the treasure represent? 

○ Proverbs 2:2-4 

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 

understanding; 3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for 

understanding; 4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid 

treasures; 

■ It represents wisdom, understanding and knowledge. 

○ 1 Corinthians 1:18-21 

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 

which are saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? 

hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For after that in the 

wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 

foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

■ The wisdom that God talks about it not the wisdom that we commonly 

talk about - such as wisdom for getting good grades, wisdom for getting a 

good job because we did well in an interview. 

■ The wisdom of the world is foolishness to God. And God’s foolishness has 

much to do with the gospel and preaching and the power of God. 

■ The Bible’s wisdom has much to do with Jesus - the preaching of the 

cross. 

○ Colossians 2:3 

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

■ Who is the “in whom” referring to there? Because in this person is hid all 

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. In this person is the hidden 

treasure! 

■ Just at the end of the previous verse, verse 2 - who is that referring to? It 

is referring to Christ! 

● Remember, this man was not looking for the treasure, he just bumped into it. 

● Not everyone is looking for Christ, but there are people who bump into Christ and they 

have an encounter with Christ and they see how precious He is. 

● What is this preciousness that they see? What is this wisdom and knowledge and 

understanding that they see is so important? We will see that at the end of this study. 

 

4. Let’s now look at the parable of the goodly pearl. What does it mean? 
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● Obviously the pearl of great price is of high value like the hidden treasure. What does it 

also represent? Wisdom, knowledge, understanding, Jesus! 

● But what is the main difference? This person is looking for the pearl, is looking for Jesus. 

● And when he finds what he is looking for, immediately he goes home and sells 

everything just to get that pearl of great price. 

● So there are 2 groups 

○ One is not searching 

○ The other is 

 

5. In both parables, the person went home and sold everything they have. What does it 

mean to sell everything? 

● Philippians 3:7-8 

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and I 

count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 

Christ. 

● It means to count all other things as loss so that we can gain Christ. Not many people 

put Christ in that category. 

● It points to our priorities. How important is Christ to us? 

● Well it depends on the value that we see in it. Not many people see Christ as that 

valuable to us. 

○ Money is more valuable - it puts food on the table. 

○ Family is more valuable - it gives us community and acceptance. That is the same 

with our friends, even church friends! 

○ How is Christ and the wisdom, knowledge and understanding that He gives 

become so important or valuable? So much so that it becomes our first priority 

and aim that everything is secondary! We will see this at the end of the study. 

● Let’s look at another example, Mark 10:17-23 

17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to 

him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 18 And 

Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, 

Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 20 And he 

answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 21 Then 

Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, 

sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 

and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22 And he was sad at that saying, and went 

away grieved: for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith 

unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 
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○ Do you know that riches really change people? The more we have, the tighter we 

become, the less generous we become. We can get really possessive of our 

things! 

● What was the reason why the rich young ruler did not want to sell everything? It was 

because he had many possessions. The more a person has, the harder it is to give up 

everything. The more we have, the harder it is for us to give it up for Christ. 

● There is nothing wrong with getting things that are more expensive, or things that are 

higher quality, but it becomes wrong when you get possessive over it. When you’re not 

willing to help someone because of it. 

○ Your house is too expensive, and you’re scared to invite people over in case they 

ruin your stuff. 

○ Not willing to fetch people because your car is nice and you’re scared it will ruin 

your car more. 

○ You have to get to the point where the thing you have isn’t going to stop you 

from letting anyone use it. 

● What is the most important thing in your life right now? Sometimes it’s not possessions. 

It might be your children, your family, your spouse. Figure out what it is. Maybe even 

share with each other what that is. 

○ Once you’ve figured it out, then ask yourself - “Is this more important than 

God?” 

○ Are they or this thing of higher priority than You? 

○ Yes there needs to be a balance. 

○ But some people put their children more important than God. Can’t come early 

to church or stay back after church because my baby needs to sleep. Can’t 

attend evangelistic seminar because my kids are not allowed to stay up late for 

this. 

○ We are willing to sacrifice our kids health sometimes because of a friend’s 

wedding or birthday or family event. But sometimes when it comes to spiritual 

things, the kids sleep time, health and studies all of a sudden become a higher 

priority.  

● Are we willing to count all things loss so that we can gain that hidden treasure or pearl 

of great price? 

 

6. How is the last parable related to the other 2 parables? Matthew 13:47-50. 

● The net represents the gospel that pulls in everything - good and bad. 

● But it is God that does the dividing at the end of the day - separating the good from the 

bad. 

● But how does God determine who is the good and the bad? 
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● Based on the previous 2 parables that we looked at, what is the dividing line? It is based 

on whether we are willing to sell everything that we have. Whether we have prioritized 

God above all that we have. 

○ Both men in both parables did not hesitate to sell off everything just so that they 

could gain this treasure. 

 

7. So how is the wisdom, knowledge and understanding that comes from God become 

such a precious treasure that people are willing to sell everything they have? 

● There is wisdom needed to find the right partner in life. 

● You need wisdom to take care of your health. There are many people who would give 

up everything just to cure their cancer or health problem. 

● You need wisdom as a mother to know how to train your children so they have a good 

character. 

● You need wisdom to choose the right investment, what to buy, when to buy and when 

to sell. Some of these things are not all found in books. 

● And ultimately, we need wisdom to lead a fulfilled life. And that life is found in Christ! 

● There are so many things we never thought that we need wisdom for until we reach 

that point where we have to use it. The wisdom we think of is the worldly wisdom - 

scoring top grades in high school and university. But that doesn’t guarantee a successful 

life! 

● Even the wisdom to know that you are wrong, that is very important to make peace in 

the home. 

● The wisdom of meekness and humility. 

 

Have you tasted of the goodness of the gospel? 

● If you have, then this decision to put Christ first is not a hard decision to make at all. It is 

not about scaring you into heaven. But when you taste of the blessings and the value of 

the goodness of the gospel, you’d be dumb not to follow it. 

● If you truly followed the gospel properly, then there would be so many blessings that 

come with it. 

● The blessing of being able to sleep peacefully at night knowing that this is where God 

wants you to be. 

● Some of these things cannot be calculated in monetary terms. 

 

Though it is the angels that separate the good from the bad at the end of time, it really is 

dependent on the decisions that we make today. After tasting of His goodness, why not learn to 

put Christ first and prioritize Him above everything? He is worth every bit of the sacrifice that 

we give. 
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